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their abilities by the aid of education will be greater/'1
For parents, "who, though not properly of the class of poor,
yet find it difficult to give education to their children,"2
an allowance of ten shillings a year should be made in
respect of each child, in order to meet the expense of
schooling, and in addition half a crown for the purchase of
paper and spelling-books. The actual provision of schools
Paine leaves to individual effort and so avoids putting on
the State any responsibility for the kind of instruction which
is given.

William Godwin (1756-1836), on the other hand, who
married Mary Wollstonecraft, does not believe in any kind
of State interference in education. In his Enquiry concerning
Political Justice (1793) he regards government as an evil,
and denounces its laws, regulations, and punishments. He
thinks that a State system of education would check the
growth of free opinion and perpetuate dogma and tradi-
tion. Thus it was possible for the ferment of the French
Revolution to work against, as well as for, popular educa-
tion.

Some reference should be made to T. R. Malthus (1766-
1834), author of a famous Essay on Population which appeared
in 1798. He opposes the doctrine of human equality which
had been proclaimed by the Revolution in its slogan
"Liberte; Egalite; Fraternite." He asserts that inequality
is a patent fact and is a result of the natural law that
increasing population tends to outstrip the means of sub-
sistence. This operates as a check and involves a great deal
of misery. Indiscriminate charity is no solution; each
individual must exercise restraint and foresight, and in
order to do that he must be educated; hence the necessity
for public instruction. "We have lavished immense sums on
the poor, which we have every reason to think have con-

1 Op. fit., p. 127.                               2 Op. r/V., p, 131.
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